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DON’T LET IMPAIRED DRIVING LEAVE YOU SPRING BROKE 
~ It’s a party you can’t afford ~ 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Florida’s beautiful beaches and numerous tourist attractions lure thousands of spring 
breakers every year, and the Florida Highway Patrol wants to take the opportunity to remind visitors and 
residents in the Sunshine State to think twice before Driving Under the Influence of alcohol or drugs. Driving 
impaired not only puts everyone on the roadways in danger, but drivers should also know that Florida’s tough 
DUI laws have stiff penalties that can leave you with an empty wallet.  
 

"The Florida Highway Patrol isn’t against having a good time. We just want 
spring breakers to celebrate safely so that no one has to go home in a body bag,” 
said Captain Mark Welch, FHP’s Chief of Public Affairs. “FHP does not tolerate 
impaired driving, so drive sober and drive safe.” 
 
Drivers under the age of 21 should keep in mind that if they are caught with a 
Blood Alcohol Content level of .02 or higher, their license will be administratively 
suspended for six months. A second offense results in a one-year suspension. The 
first offense for refusing to submit to testing results in a suspension of 12 months, 
and a second offense results in an 18-month administrative suspension.  
 
According to the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles’ 
Traffic Crash Statistics Report 2009, Florida saw more crashes during the month 
of March than during any other month during the past five years (2005 through 
2009). There were 224 fatal crashes in March 2009.  
 
The Florida Highway Patrol offers the following tips to make sure that you and 
everyone with whom you celebrate enjoy your spring break. 

• Plan ahead. Always designate a sober driver before any drinking begins, or 
take a taxi or public transportation if you plan to drink alcohol. A taxi or 
bus ride is much cheaper than a DUI citation. 

• Take the keys. Do not let a friend drive impaired. 
• Mind your meds. Heed the warning labels on prescription medicine bottles 

because even legal drugs can affect your ability to safely operate a motor 
vehicle. 

• Dial *FHP (*347) on your cell phone to report an impaired driver.  
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SPRING BROKE (Continued) 
 
The Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles has created a poster to remind spring breakers of the 
cost of a DUI. The poster is available online for download at www.flhsmv.gov/html/SpringBreak.pdf.  
 
The Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles provides highway safety and security through 
excellence in service, education and enforcement.  The Department is leading the way to a safer Florida through 
the efficient and professional execution of its core mission: the issuance of driver licenses, vehicle tags and 
titles and operation of the Florida Highway Patrol.  To learn more about DHSMV and the services offered, visit 
www.flhsmv.gov  or follow us on Twitter at @FDHSMV. You can find us on Facebook, too. 
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